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Abstract

The Representation of Apartment and Gender Style
in Park Wan-seo’s Novel

Jung, Mi-sook

In Koreq, ‘apartment’ is a representative residential space that began to be
formed in earnest as the country was modernized. Now, the apartment is a
very important part in the lives of people in this nation. So it's
recommendable to conduct a comprehensive research on what the apartment
really represents beyond what it just means, a residential space. The
purpose of this study is to examine how relations between the representation
of apartment and gender style are suggested in novels by Park Wan-seo
who kept concentrating herself on the sociology of apartment.

In her early novels, Park Wan-seo suggests what a nonsense the creation
of the apartment was and what a shock the outer appearance of the
apartment complex was. From the novelist’s view, apartment is not a house,
but a space for ownership and a sign of heightened social status. According
to her, the apartment becomes the proper place of disagreement and loss as
even values of life are normalized. In those early novels, the apartment is
depicted as a representation of abnormal wealth expansion and mundane
success. It is also considered as weakening the conventional roles and ethics
of married couples and showing a perversive gender style that diverts from
normal sexuality.

The writer's mid novels focus mainly on discovering the inside of the
apartment, that is, internality. In this case, internality implies correlations
between the interior structure of the apartment and the lives of people living
there. In her mid novels, Park Wan-seo defines the apartment has both
closeness and openness, and calls for recognizing the apartment as a space
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or place where we share with neighbors and at the same time reflect on
ourselves, not as a representation of separation and isolation among
neighbors and anonymity. The novelist also strongly reveals her feminist
view and stresses gender restructuring.

In Park Wan-seo’s later novels, how the apartment should be objectified
and utilized becomes more important. Notably, the apartment is depicted as
a medium that allows individual people to recognize and extend their
identity. As found in those later novels, the apartment is utilized as a place
for the restoration of the true subject, basis for self-realization or a pension
for old people, ultimately becoming where a different, better gender style
that 1s beyond discrimination between the old and new generation, men and
women or the young and the old is sought.

[WKey-words: Park Wan-seo, apartment, representation, gender, residential space, place,
subject
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